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Roamable ™ Launches Email-Based Wireless Platform 

for Queries And Transactions Via Handheld Devices


 MTV and MSNBC are already signed up and offering services

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF —June 5, 2001—In an innovation based on familiar email protocols, Roamable’s new wireless technology provides a breakthrough in mobile capabilities: consumers and employees can now perform sophisticated interactive queries and transactions in real-time, directly from their handheld devices and laptops, by simply sending email messages. 

Using a combination of familiar email and XML protocols, Roamable lets mobile consumers easily access wireless services, and provides a secure method for mobile employees to access enterprise data as well.  It is affordable to implement: Roamable’s software works with existing email clients, enabling any company to securely operate an interactive wireless service without investing heavily in new technology or requiring changes to their existing web infrastructure.  

“We’re confident that the simplicity and familiarity of email will attract lots of users and finally open new wireless branding and sales channels for our customers,” said Roamable CEO Michael Goff. “Roamable could be the kind of killer app for wireless data that email was for the Internet in the mid-90’s.”
Customers are already signing up with Roamable based on 10,000 user beta-test results. MSNBC will use Roamable to provide real-time national, financial, technology and local news as well as weather and lottery information. MTV will offer wireless access to program, chart and music news, and enable users to vote and view results for its popular Total Request Live show. 
“When we looked at wireless solution providers, Roamable stood out

immediately,” said Nicholas Butterworth, CEO of MTV. “Their solution lets us reach our very demanding audience on any device they have - with a great product that matches our brand. It offers us clear monetizing opportunities, and we had to allocate almost no technical resources to launch it.”

Roamable lets users access data, content and services from any existing email enabled computer, PDA, cell phone, two-way pager or other wireless device or laptop, and is complementary to Wireless Application Protocol devices. Roamable’s front end uses the familiar email protocol for queries and replies, but the back end is powered by a robust data interface engine that enables such features as authentication and controlled access, user personalization, scheduled notifications and alerts, secure transactions, email ad serving, and two-way services.  It works with virtually all operating systems, standard data sources, and programming languages. Two versions of Roamable’s service are available, and a developer version is due out this summer.
The wireless data market is growing exponentially. According to Goldman Sachs,
 the market for wireless professional services will grow to $37 billion by 2005, up from $1.4 billion in 2000.  International Data Corporation (IDC) predicts that persons accessing the Web from a wireless device will surpass those using landline connections as early as 2002, with a total of 1.1 billion mobile Web users by 2003.  Roamable is designed to meet the widespread wireless data expectations raised during the development of WAP (Wireless Application Protocol), but in a faster, more pragmatic way.
Because it is based on familiar email protocols, Roamable is easy to use, easy to explain, and works the same way on all devices without reformatting, new gateways, synching or special software.  All of these factors lay the foundation for ready mobile user adoption for an unlimited number of purposes. Users could potentially

· Check, buy or sell their stocks in real-time

· Check if a flight is on time, or book another flight

· Find out what’s playing at the nearest theatre, read a review and buy a ticket

· Refill a prescription

· Get directions to the nearest copy center
· Check the current inventory level of a product on the company database and enter an order
· Check a patient’s medical records
or perform any other function involving a transaction or query.
"As the #1 news site and market leader in technological innovation, MSNBC is uniquely positioned to reach an emerging consumer base through our Roamable-enabled wireless service," says John Nicol, President and CEO of MSNBC.com.  "It took minimal time from our team to get up and running and uses our existing data and infrastructure."

Founded in 1999, Roamable Corporation (www.roamable.com) is a privately held company with offices in Santa Monica, California and New York City. 
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Demonstrations:    Send email(from any email pager, PDA, Web phone, laptop):

MTV News         To: news@mtv.com;  Subject: blank or artist (ex: Madonna)

Band info        To: bands@mtv.com; Subject: artist (ex: bjork)

MSNBC NOW News   To: NewsNow@msnbc.com; Subject: blank or zip or department 

     or search terms

Weather          To: WeatherNow@msnbc.com; Subject: zip or city, state

Sports           To: NBAnow@msbnc.com; Subject: blank or zip or team or city, 

     state

- more -


